HOERS Hub

COACHELLA VALLEY iHUB
(WESTERN COACHELLA VALLEY/GREATER PALM SPRINGS)

The Coachella Valley iHub has a focus on entrepreneurship and clean technology development and com-
mercialization. It exists within the geographic boundaries of the Cities of Palm Springs, Desert Hot Springs and
Cathedral City. A wide range of public and private sector stakeholders/partners are involved, including the
University of California-Riverside, the College of the Desert, various local and regional economic development
and small business development agencies, the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, Desert Regional Medi-
cal Center, various utility companies among other consulting, manufacturing and media entities.

Located in the I-10 Energy Corridor in Southern California’s desert region it is optimally situated for partici-
pation in the clean and renewable energy industry. The creation of clean energy generation systems and the
training of Californians in the skills necessary to work in this industry are priorities of the Coachella Valley iHub.

The opening of the Desert Energy Enterprise Center, which provides a facility for co-locating training pro-
grams, demonstration projects, and partnership activities in renewable energy is one of the many contributions
the Coachella Valley iHub is making to the regional economy. The Desert Energy Enterprise Center provides
classroom and laboratory space where industry products and prototypes can be demonstrated for potential
energy customers. Programs that commenced in the winter of 2010 include training for utility-scale solar en-
ergy plant construction and maintenance under a Desert Region Renewable Energy Training Program as well
as a Wind Turbine Technician Training program which will train workers in wind turbine maintenance, trouble-
shooting and repair.

Work is under way in the creation of a clean technology incubator space in a currently vacant City-
owned building, located across the street from City Hall and the Palm Springs International Airport which will
assist technology entrepreneurs and start-up companies by providing an affordable physical infrastructure, an
intellectual and entrepreneurial environment and a supportive service network assisting with their success in a
competitive global market.

The City of Palm Springs has recently opened escrow to acquire land from the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) that will be the site of the future College of the Desert West Valley campus. The campus will have a
focus on clean technology curriculum, provide commercially operated facilities for training, research & devel-
opment, business incubation of “clean technologies” and is the desired long term location for the Coachella
Valley iHub. In addition, the campus will include a GreenPark, which is a 60- to 70-acre site that will feature sus-
tainable energy generating systems such as solar field and wind energy generators, and facilities for research
and development and teaching and learning. GreenPark has the potential to generate energy for 2,800 homes
and provide a revenue stream for College of the Desert and the campus from the sale of surplus energy. The
campus first phase buildings are expected to be in operation by fall 2014.

iHub Coordinator: Cathy Van Horn
City of Palm Springs, Office of Community & Economic Development
3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262
(760) 323-8175
cathy.vanhorn@palmspringsca.gov

For more information:
http://www.palmspringsca.gov/index.aspx?page=4



